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Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.
Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3rd Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai – 400059.  or
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956
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FRAMEWORK FOR GROUND BASED
BROADCASTING
Q: Please share insights on the framework for Ground
Based Broadcasting as proposed by TRAI.

Dr Somasekar Rao,
Media Consultant, Bengaluru

Ans.: A regulatory framework for ground-based
broadcasting (GBB) in India is essential to support fair,
transparent, and sustainable growth within the sector.
Ground-based broadcasting can play a significant role in
delivering information, entertainment, and educational
content to India's diverse population.

Such a framework would help uphold content
integrity, protect consumer interests, and ensure equitable
access to broadcasting resources while fostering a
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raoknao maoM madd krogaa.caUMik p̀aOVaoigakI AaOr iDijaTlaIkrNa p̀saarNa pirdRSya
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ilae mah%vapUNa- haogaa.
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kaoD maoM saMSaaoQana AaOr T/a[- ko ApDoToD AiQainayama Saaimala haonao caaihe¸
jaao Baart maoM ga`a]MD AaQaairt p`saarNa kI AnaUzI p`kRit AaOr pOmaanao kao
Qyaana maoM rKto hOM.

competitive market and preventing monopolistic practices.
As technology and digitalization reshape the broadcasting
landscape, a robust regulatory system is necessary to
leverage these advancements and address new challenges,
such as intellectual property rights and content regulation.
Establishing and continuously evolving these regulations
will be vital for cultivating a balanced and dynamic media
environment in India.

Currently, there
is limited clarity around
the regulatory
framework for ground-
based broadcasters.
Unlike traditional
satellite broadcasters,
g r o u n d - b a s e d
broadcasting operates
via multiple terrestrial
c o m m u n i c a t i o n
mediums, allowing
them to distribute
content across
multiple Distribution
Platform Operators (DPOs) without relying on a single
satellite network.

Following recent stakeholder discussions, there is a
consensus that GBB does not utilize satellite technology,
making certain guidelines, such as Uplinking and
Downlinking, less applicable. However, other regulatory
measures, such as the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, as well as TRAI’s interconnect, tariff, and
quality of service (QoS) regulations, may need adaptation.
The primary considerations for a GBB regulatory framework
should encompass amendments to the programming and
advertising codes issued by the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) and updated regulations from
TRAI that account for the unique nature and scale of
ground-based broadcasting in India.




